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21 rue Richan 69 004 Lyon  (Head Office) 



soierie vivante association
Our goals 
Soierie Vivante is  a non-profit  organization.  I t  was created in 1993 to
safeguard two workshops and enhance the heritage of the si lk trade in Lyon.
We preserve and exhibit  old si lk weaving looms in genuine weaving
workshops in the “si lk distr ict”  of  Croix -  Rousse.  We aim to show to our
visitors essential  elements of the regional  s i lk heritage.  I t  is  a way to pass
on memory of this trade to the academics,  young people and tourists.  
We make sure that the looms are presented according to the requirements
of authenticity,  good preservation and also the public ’s  expectations.  These
working looms help us to explain how beautiful  fabrics can be created. 
I t  is  also important to us to maintain or create jobs.  We ought to arouse
vocations or researches in connection with our missions and the local  s i lk
industry,  past,  present or future.  

Our story  
Since July 1994,  the associat ion has
managed the tr imming workshop, which
has also become its registered off ice.
This workshop was previously owned by
Mrs.  Létourneau, our founder.  Today it  is
the property of the City of Lyon and it
has been completely restored. 
The museum consists of an exhibit ion
space,  an area for act ivit ies and a shop.
Soierie Vivante also rented a weaving
workshop on Godart Street,  in order to
prevent i ts  c losure.  We created a tour
around this other family workshop in the
Croix -  Rousse to bring together these
testimonies of the distr ict  r ich history.  

The tour includes a short walk from one
workshop to the other,  which al lows
visitors to discover the Croix -  Rousse
area.  The neighbourhood is
caracterized by its  original  architecture.
Indeed, a big part of  the production
(the weaving and the jobs related to
this act ivity)  was done at home unti l
the end of the XXth century.  Bui ldings
were created around the needs of the
si lk industry.  
In 2013,  the weaving workshop was
bought by the City of Lyon from its last
owner,  Mrs Ressicaud-Fighiera.  She
worked al l  her l i fe with her family in
this place.  Since 2001,  she trusted our
organization to preserve it .  The city has
also entrusted Soierie Vivante to
present this workshop to the public.



The trimming workshop 
(21 rue Richan, Lyon 4th)  

Head off ice in the former workshop
of Mrs.  Létourneau (one of the last
authentic workshops in Croix-
Rousse) ,  Soierie Vivante exhibits
impressive weaving looms carved in
walnut wood. 

You can witness the looms working
right in front of you !  Discover the
secrets of weaving,  the genius of
Jacquard’s invention and support
Soierie Vivante by pampering
yourself  in our shop !

2 tours per day,  Tuesday through
Saturday :  

At 2pm: no reservation necessary
At 4pm: no reservation necessary
At another t ime: by appointment,
5 people minimum

The weaving workshop 
(12bis “montée Godart” ,  Lyon 4th)

 
See the old workshop of the  
Ressicaud family.  We perform
weaving demonstrations on a hand-
loom dating from the XIXth century
and also on electr ic  power looms.
This workshop is the last  weaving
workshop remaining in the Croix
Rousse area with its  unspoiled
internal  architecture.  The 65m2 of
this l iv ing and working space include
the kitchen, the mezzanine,  the
looms and a machine,  which ref i l ls
the bobbins.  

2 vis its a day,  Tuesday through
Saturday :  

At 3pm: no reservation necessary 
At 5pm: no reservation necessary
At another t ime: by appointment,
5 people minimum

Guided tours for individuals

Fares and length  

                                          1 workshop (40 minutes)      2 workshops (1h30)
Individual  adult                                    8€                                 12€
Individual  student                               6€                                  8€

Free for kids under 6 years old /  Special  group fares for more than 15 persons



Educational activities for individuals

Children from 4 to 6
Young chi ldren are welcome in the
trimming workshop. During our
morning activit ies,  they learn about
the si lk history,  touch raw materials ;
l isten to the sound of weaving looms
and go back home with a l i tt le surprise
!  

Each f irst  Saturday of the month from
10 A.M. to 11 A.M.

Reservation is  necessary /  Length:  1
hour/ Fees:  6 € per kid,  3€ per adult

Children from 7 to 12
  When chi ldren arrive in the
trimming workshop, they discover
the inside of an authentic canut
workplace !

They become famil iar with l i tt le
looms. They choose the colours of
the threads,  the f inal  form of their
fabrics (a bag,  an elephant,  a cat. . . )
and learn how to weave.  Every chi ld
f inds their  own technique and
rhythm. Each chi ld makes a unique
item !

Length:  3 hours,  booking necessary
Fees:  16€ Regular dates during the
holidays (see our website :  soierie-
vivante.asso.fr)



Soierie Vivante organizes special  weaving
sessions for birthdays of kids,  aged 7 to 12
years old !  The birthday activity proceedings
is the same as hol idays weaving sessions,
except that,  at  snack t ime, we celebrate the
birthday !  This fare includes :  

Weaving workshop on a miniature
handloom. 
Each chi ld goes home with their  creation.  
A 30 min guided tour with demonstration
on looms.
Surprises for each chi ld and a special  gift
for the birthday chi ld !
The birthday break :  we supply the
beverages,  sweets,  candles. . .  Parents
supply the cake.  Your presence is  l iked
during the activity and necessary during
the birthday break.  

Fee:  185€ for 10 chi ldren maximum
(including your chi ld)  Duration :  
3h.  Booking is  necessary

 My birthday at Soierie Vivante



We organize guided tours for al l  students from the age of seven. 
They take place from Tuesday afternoon to Saturday (9am-12pm/1.30pm-6pm) by
appointment.  We are closed on public  hol idays.  
Maximum 30 students per workshop. I f  the group exeeded 30 persons,  we divide it
into 2 groups.  

One workshop :    
The tour lasts approximately 45 minutes.  
Price per student :  15 students and more :  4.50€,  less than 15 students :  6€

Guided tours for students

 Two workshops :  

I f  the group exceed 30 persons,  we divide it  into 2 groups in order to rotate
groups in our two workshops.  
The tour lasts approximately 45 minutes per workshop, fol lowed by a ten minute
walk to reach Godart street from Richan street.  Al l  together,  i t  takes about an
hour and a half .  
Price per student :  15 students and more :  6€,  less than 15 students :  8€

Payment terms :  

order form 
In situ :  cash,  credit  card or cheque 
After reception of the bi l l  :  bank transfer or cheque



Weaving activity + guided tour with demonstration on looms in the
trimming workshop :  

After an explanation about the technic,  the students weave on small  looms
during 45 minutes.  Then, they do a guided tour of the tr imming workshop,
discovering the way of l i fe of the former owner of this appartment :  Mrs
Létourneau. At the end, every student goes back home with the fabric sample
they did.

Length: 1 hour 30 
Price :  9 euros per student
NB :  I f  the group is more than 15 persons,  one small  group is doing a tour in
the neighbourhood with a book with games.

Weaving activity + guided tour of the trimming workshop + guided tour
of the weaving workshop :

The students weave on small  looms during 45 minutes.  Then, they do a
guided tour of the tr imming workshop and go in our second workshop with
its part icular and tradit ional  architecture.  They see working looms from the
19th century and the 1950's.  

Length :  2 hours
Price :  13,5€ per student
NB :  You can complete your vis it  with a guided tour of the traboules nearby
with our traboules booklet (non included).

 Weaving activities for students



Length :  45 minutes to 1h 
Price :  5€ per chi ld 

30 chi ldren maximum 
With more than 15 chi ldren,  the group is divided into to small  groups in two
different rooms

This act ivity takes place in the tr imming workshop. 
Each chi ld can touch the raw materials :  cocoons,  s i lk threads,  bobbins,
diverse si lk fabrics.  
A simple weaving is  made to understand how the threads interlace to create a
fabric.  
Then, the “real  tr imming looms” are switched on in front of the kids for an
impressive display !  
There wil l  be a surprise wait ing for them at the end of the tour !

For students from 4 to 6



The trimming workshop :

Visit  the tr imming workshop, the former
home and workshop of Mrs Létourneau,
where,  for over a century,  the looms
produced gold and si lver r ibbons.

The weaving workshop 

Discover the former workshop of the
Ressicaud family :  
handweaving ( Jacquard) and mechanical
weaving in a family workshop from the 19th
century (kitchen and mezzanine)

From Tuesday afternoon to Saturday (9am-12pm / 1.30pm-6pm),  by
appointment except on bank hol idays.  We can offer you special  v is its ( in
the evening,  on Sundays…).  Please contact us !

I f  the group is made of more thant 30 people,  we divide the group into
smaller groups (maximum 30 persons per workshop).  I f  you would prefer
to see only one workshop or i f  the group exceeds 60 people,  there wil l  be
half  an hour of free t ime during the total  t ime of the tours.
The visit  lasts approximately 40 minutes for one workshop, fol lowed by a
ten minute walk to reach the other workshop. As a result ,  i t  takes about an
hour and a half  to vis it  both workshops.
Visits can be done in foreign languages :  Engl ish,  German, Ital ian and you
can pay with Cash or Credit  Card.

FARES                    Vis it  of  1 workshop                 Vis it  of  the 2 workshops
Group of adults                  7€                                               11€
EXTRA*                              15€                                              20€

*out of our normal opening hours (Sundays,  Mondays,  in the evening…)
Free for guides.

Groups of adults (15 pers and more)



 Weaving activities for Adults
During a family reunion, bachelorette
party,  or unique activity with col leagues,
discover weaving on a miniature loom and
create your own texti le masterpiece.  In a
fr iendly atmosphere,  in the heart of  an
authentic Croix-Rousse workshop, send
the shutt le and an unique piece that you
can take home! Then discover the l i fe of
weavers during a guided tour with a
demonstration on looms measuring 3.6
meters high. . .  This act ivity takes place at
the municipal  tr immings workshop. 

Wall weaving session

For the more experienced, we offer a
weaving experience that wi l l  al low you to
create a wal l  weaving.  You wil l  be guided
step by step to create your weaving,
combining textures and fabrics in your
work.  You wil l  then discover how
trimmings looms work when they are
used.

Duration :  3 hours
Price (package) :  160€ for a
groupe of 4 to 10 peoples

This offer includes an
introduction to weaving,  a
guided tour of the municipal
tr immings workshop with a
demonstration of the looms and
the creation of a woven object
(sewn by us) .

“Classic” weaving session

Duration :  2 hours and 30 minutes
Price :  32€ per person (up to 6 peoples)

This offer includes an introduction to weaving,  explanations of the different
techniques for crossing threads,  and a short guided tour of the municipal  tr immings
workshop with a demonstration on the looms.



Our gift shop

You wil l  f ind in our gift  shop a
large select ion of local ly made
items: 

We upcycle our l imited fabric
production and sel l  diverse old
weaving items l ike  shutt les,
bobbins with si lk thread,
pi l lows,  penci l  cases. . .  
We sel l  souvenirs about your
visit  :  postcards,  magnets,
cocoons,  historical  and
technical  books,  educational
brochures,  s i lk sewing
threads. . .
We have a large select ion of
items "made in Lyon" l ike Si lk
scarves and accessories,  thanks
to our suppliers.  These are
100% si lk woven in the Region
of Lyon :  t ies,  scarves. . .
Produced by our suppliers:
l ’Atel ier de Soierie,  TSD,
Atel iers de canuts,  Malfroy
Mil l ion and Anne Lyon…

You wil l  f ind a wide range of
products in our shop and great gift
ideas !
Everything you buy in our giftshop
wil l  help us to pursue our goal  :
safeguard of lyonnese heritage.



Access

Association Soierie Vivante, Atelier Municipal de Passementerie 
21 rue Richan 69 004 LYON 

Tel  :  04 78 27 17 13 
infos@soierie-vivante.asso.fr   

www.soierie-vivante.asso.fr  

Office hours and giftshop :  
Tuesday:  1:30pm – 6pm 

Wednesday through Saturday :  9am – 12am & 1:30pm – 6pm 
(Closed on bank hol idays)  

The trimming workshop :  
Stop "Croix-Rousse" or "Hénon" 

Bus C13 stop: "Commandant Arnaud" 
Car park Croix-Rousse (hôpital  /  théâtre)  

The weaving workshop :  
Stop "Croix-Rousse" Bus C13 stop :  "Austerl i tz"  Car park Gros Cai l lou


